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Describe how the objective will be assessed: Students will begin to understand the various 
writing styles and other media-creation techniques through an exposure to those media in 
lecture and in practice, via outside reading or viewing assignments and in-class discussions. 
Through weekly journal entries, students will consider what they’ve discussed in class and apply 
these lessons by examining and documenting their own daily interactions with various media. 
Journals will be submitted to the professor on a regular basis for feedback, enabling students to 
continually improve the quality of their analysis, as well as evolve in their critical evaluation of 
the complexities they will confront in the class.  
 
Objective/SLO 2: Students completing this course will be able to demonstrate that they can 
identify the credibility of various media platforms and evaluate the media message.    
 
How will the objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
As students develop a language for media technology and signification through the introduction 
of media theory, students will begin to distinguish between sources that exploit bias and those 
that strive for objectivity. Through problem-based learning in small groups, assignments will 
encourage students to work together to identify various media strategies and evaluate their 
effectiveness, their reliability and the motivations behind that particular messaging. This will 
allow students to begin thinking about how the media can both shape and reinforce societal 
beliefs.  
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed: Small-group assignments will utilize discussion 
tools via written assignments that will ask students to explore the credibility of sources by 
exploring perceived biases and the messaging that reinforces those biases. Students also will 
begin to directly confront and assess their own preconceived ideas about media, technology 
and literacy through the weekly journal requirement, which, as the semester progresses, will ask 
students to compare their own experiences, beliefs and values to those with whom they work in 
group assignments, offering them an opportunity to examine their own personal biases.  
 
Objective/SLO 3: Students completing this course will demonstrate the ability to interpret how 
media messages create meaning, identify who created a particular message and evaluate the 
effectiveness of that message.   
 
How will the objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Students will begin to recognize media’s ability to both create the news and influence the beliefs 
of its audience, as well as to describe the changes that have transformed the way we create 
and consume media, through a series of active-learning exercises designed to highlight the 
commercial culture of the media (through advertising and the permeation of advertising into 
other areas). Groups will compare various media to identify how content is manipulated to 
create a desired image or narrative, such as in the visual message (photography selection in 
newspapers or video editing and body language in shots) and in semiotics (the meaning behind 
media messaging, or the idea of a news “angle” or public relations “spin”). Students will be 
responsible for identifying the ways in which messaging is altered, address potential motivations 
for presenting information in various contexts, discover the part of the story that’s not being told, 
and discuss some of the cultural and societal effects of that messaging.  
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed: The group projects will be evaluated on students’ 
abilities to apply the concepts and media theory to provided discussion tools and written 
assignments that target areas such as advertising, Photoshopped images, “reality” TV and news 
segments, which will allow students to see a progression in the ways the creation of media has 
spread to different channels.  
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Objective/SLO 4: Students completing this course will be able to articulate the cultural and 
political implications of communication, especially related to concerns of power and equity and 
how media technologies interact with identity.  
 
How will the objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
As students begin to understand how messaging is created in the media, they also will begin to 
explore the implications of this created messaging in the context of our media system. Students 
will examine how various media work to either reinforce or dismantle dominant ideologies, as 
well as the way the media represents gender and ethnicity, all of which has an effect on the 
personal identity and equity of those who consume these media. Students will come to 
understand the importance of reading the “silences”—that is, things that are not said or 
messaging that is implied. They also will explore the political ramifications of the 24-hour news 
networks, in particular, through a comparison of the messaging presented in both. Ultimately, 
students will be able to utilize these media skill to critique the media with the media.  
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed: Lectures, reading/viewing assignments and in-
class discussion will expose students to the differing thoughts and opinions of others, whose 
understandings are experiential and may be influenced by their gender, race, culture, etc. This 
would be reinforced through prompted journal entries, wherein students would be asked to 
consider various arguments and/or put themselves into the position of someone whose beliefs 
or experiences he or she may not understand. A final group project would support this objective 
by asking students to create a project that examines an area of the media (a particular TV show, 
video game, etc.) within this context. These final projects would then be presented to the class 
to highlight the ubiquity of the media and its effects across platforms and/or mediums.  
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Objective/SLO 5: n/a  
 
How will objective be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
      
 
Describe how the objective will be assessed:       
 
 

PART IV – THECB Skill Objectives 
 
Address each of the required THECB skill objectives required within the component area.  
Explain how the skill is addressed, including specific strategies to address the skill(s), and how 
each objective will be assessed. Address ALL skill objectives associated with the selected 
Component Area. (See Appendix) 
 
 
1. Critical Thinking Skills: to include creative thinking, innovation, inquiry, and analysis, 
evaluation and synthesis of information  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Students learn to think creatively and critically about various media platforms as means of 
credible information beyond a simple Google search; through analysis and evaluation, they will 
come to understand that not all sources are created equally and, in fact, many contain biases 
that have become difficult to discern. Students are asked to examine the affiliations of sources 
and examine potential motivations in assessing the credibility of these sources. Students also 
are introduced to media theory and techniques that have become blurred in the modern media 
landscape so that the students can understand that different styles of writing have different 
goals or purposes, which also lend to a source’s credibility.  
 
Analyzing bias and motivations move students toward understanding that the commercialization 
of the media has permeated to many other platforms. Through inquiry and creative thinking, 
some of the larger-scale, societal effects of that commercialization will be unveiled as students 
undertake projects that ask them to evaluate the motivation of messaging (those of its audience, 
for example) and what values that messaging reflects.  
 
The synthesis of all of this information will ultimately allow students to begin critiquing their own 
ideas, values and beliefs, as well as those of the “media,” in comparison to those of other 
cultures and genders. 
 
 
Describe how the skill will be assessed: The ability to think critically and creatively are assessed 
through journal entries that will progressively tackle more complex subjects throughout the 
semester. Students are asked to participate in discussions on topics that may challenge their 
current understanding of the way media operates and are given projects that will require them to 
have a thoughtful discourse before critically analyzing an image, video clip, advertisement, etc. 
The culmination of these projects and journaling is a final project that will require students to 
develop a topic (TV show, video game) wherein they apply the theories and ideas addressed 
throughout the semester and present that project for the class.  
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2. Communication Skills: to include effective development, interpretation and expression of 
ideas through written, oral and visual communication 
 
How will the skill be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Students will respond to “discussion problems” in written form via a class journal, which will 
allow the students to interpret the complex issues presented in class and express their thoughts 
on these issues as the class progresses. Students also will work in groups on written projects 
that will allow them to compare visual communication and critically interpret how messaging is 
altered, potential motivations for presenting information in various contexts, the part of the story 
that’s not being told, and some of the cultural and societal effects of that messaging. 
 
Students will ultimately develop a final project that requires them to apply the material to a 
topic/area of media of their choosing, which will be presented orally in class.  
 
 
Describe how the skill will be assessed: Students will be assessed throughout the semester as 
they respond in their journals to issues that are addressed in class and work in groups on a 
series of projects that ask them to apply the material explored in class. Students also will be 
assessed on their final group project using a rubric that will allow the instructor to rate the 
project’s different elements.  
 
3. Empirical and Quantitative Skills: to include the manipulation and analysis of numerical 
data or observable facts resulting in informed conclusions  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
n/a 
 
Describe how the skill will be assessed:       
 
4. Teamwork: to include the ability to consider different points of view and to work effectively 
with others to support a shared purpose or goal  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
   
 
Describe how the skill will be assessed: n/a 
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5. Personal Responsibility: to include the ability to connect choices, actions and 
consequences to ethical decision-making  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Personal responsibility is evident both in the regular journal entries required for this class, as 
well as in regular class attendance and participation. Because topics build on one another and 
the journal will require response from students on topics discussed in class, much of the class 
assignments require students to regularly attend and actively participate.  
 
Multiple assignments are based on group participation and activity, and students must, 
therefore, be diligent in their activity level and contribution to the group’s progress. Several 
projects ask students to examine areas and resources such as advertising and Photoshop, for 
which students are expected to think creatively and critically, as well as include different 
perspectives; therefore, it is necessary for students to take personal responsibility for their 
involvement to ensure their voice is included in each project.  
 
 
Describe how the skill will be assessed: Course participation is built in to student grades, which 
enable students to see a connection between their choice to actively participate in discussion 
and projects and the resulting consequences. Multiple projects, including the journal, are 
assessed by each individual’s contribution, which also reflect in the grade of each project.  
 
Finally, students also can connect their own choices and actions to consequences during the 
final project, which includes examining the ethical and social implications of a medium (a TV 
show, video game, etc.) on culture/society. For the project, students identify and develop their 
individual challenges and then work as a group in applying the materials and theories learned 
throughout the course as part of the project’s components. 
 
 
6. Social Responsibility: to include intercultural competence, knowledge of civic responsibility, 
and the ability to engage effectively in regional, national, and global communities  
 
How will the skill be addressed (including strategies and techniques)? 
Social responsibility is at the core of this course because of the interconnectedness of the 
media and everyday life. Students are asked to examine advertising, the news, satire, blogs, 
social media, television and other mediums as a means of understanding how communication is 
driven by narratives that are formed through messaging and editing. These narratives have 
become the basis of the American belief system, as they either reinforce or dismantle 
stereotypes and/or other ideologies that have become associated with politics, the law/crime, 
racism, and feminism, among many other areas.  
 
Students become socially responsible, then, by engaging in discussions on issues that might 
otherwise make them uncomfortable, thereby broadening their exposure to the mindset of 
others and, hopefully, helping them to understand that the experiences of others differ from their 
own experiences. For example, in a project on Photoshopped images, male students may 
examine how the application of the software affects a woman’s self image, or even the identity 
of a woman of color. As students from all backgrounds engage in topics that affect people from 
all over the globe, students come to understand that intercultural awareness is itself a civic 
responsibility.  
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Appendix: THECB Component Area Descriptions and Skill Requirements 
 

I. Communication (Courses in this category focus on developing ideas and expressing them clearly, considering the 
effect of the message, fostering understanding, and building the skills needed to communicate persuasively.  Courses 
involve the command of oral, aural, written, and visual literacy skills that enable people to exchange messages 
appropriate to the subject, occasion, and audience.)  
 
II. Mathematics (Courses in this category focus on quantitative literacy in logic, patterns, and relationships.  Courses 
involve the understanding of key mathematical concepts and the application of appropriate quantitative tools to everyday 
experience.) 
 
III. Life and Physical Sciences (Courses in this category focus on describing, explaining, and predicting natural 
phenomena using the scientific method.  Courses involve the understanding of interactions among natural phenomena 
and the implications of scientific principles on the physical world and on human experiences.)  
 
IV. Language, Philosophy, and Culture (Courses in this category focus on how ideas, values, beliefs, and other aspects 
of culture express and affect human experience.  Courses involve the exploration of ideas that foster aesthetic and 
intellectual creation in order to understand the human condition across cultures.) 
 
V. Creative Arts (Courses in this category focus on the appreciation and analysis of creative artifacts and works of the 
human imagination.  Courses involve the synthesis and interpretation of artistic expression and enable critical, creative, 
and innovative communication about works of art.) 
 
VI. American History (Courses in this category focus on the consideration of past events and ideas relative to the United 
States, with the option of including Texas History for a portion of this component area.  Courses involve the interaction 
among individuals, communities, states, the nation, and the world, considering how these interactions have contributed to 
the development of the United States and its global role.) 
 
VII. Government/ Political Science (Courses in this category focus on consideration of the Constitution of the United 
States and the constitutions of the states, with special emphasis on that of Texas.  Courses involve the analysis of 
governmental institutions, political behavior, civic engagement, and their political and philosophical foundations.) 
 
VIII. Social and Behavioral Sciences (Courses in this category focus on the application of empirical and scientific 
methods that contribute to the understanding of what makes us human. 
Courses involve the exploration of behavior and interactions among individuals, groups, institutions, and events, 
examining their impact on the individual, society, and culture.) 
 
Foundational 
Component Areas 

Required Skill Objectives 

 Critical 
Thinking 
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Quantitative 

Team Work Social 
Responsibility 

Personal 
Responsibility 

Communication 
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